cords of immunization continue to be a problem, more so than the facts of actual completion of immunization. It is also apparent that parents' recall is most helpful in the evaluation of completed immunizations.
A major problem in our mobile society is the inadequate transfer of data from one medical setting to others. In Germany, mothers are provided with an Impfpass (immunization passport) for their chil-dren. This is kept for the parents as a part of a well-child record of health data, development, and significant medications. This document is helpful only if it is kept up-to-date and available at every visit. This poses an obvious problem of noncompliance.
Here would be the dream for the future: an electronic record is created for each child and, magically, it is kept up-to-date. This record is copied onto a small, plastic electronic card which fits in a billfold by the parent. It is kept current at every visit as a copy of the record in the medical facility. Visits at another medical facility would be easy; the electronic record is immediately available. Two problems must be overcome: the primary entry of data and the parents' always having on hand the child's electronic card. It works with charge cards. Could it work for their children's health?
